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The 8-12th Grade Honors Science Students are in full experimental 
mode as they work on repeating their trials for their individual 
projects.  These science and engineering projects help students in 
a variety of ways:

• Improve	the	understanding	of	the	scientific	and	engineering
processes

• Develops skills in writing and oral presentation
• Improves creative thinking and problem-solving skills
• To understand there is failure in the journey to any big or

small discovery

New this year is the Level 3 Mentorship Program.  Students had 
the	opportunity	to	be	mentored	by	a	professional	in	the	specific	
field	of	study.		
The IRCS Science and Engineering Fair will be held January 15th 
with approximately 70 projects and 20 STEM professionals who 
have volunteered to judge our students.  We are excited to have 
this event!

STEM UPDATE



2019 Barrett 
Family Foundation 
Excellence in Math 
and Science Award 
Recipients

IRCS is blessed to have teachers, 

Ben Futoran and Jessica McMahan 

who were both awarded the Barrett 

Family Foundation of Excellence in 

Science Award.  Four Ph.D. professors 

from Saint Petersburg College and 

University of South Florida participated 

in the selection process following a 

strict rubric.  Congratulations Ben 

and Jessica for being two of the ten 

selected from the Tampa Bay Area.



GUIDANCE NEWS
College application season is in full force for this year’s 
graduating class. However, Seniors are not alone in thinking 
about what college they will be headed off to. A group of 11th 
and 12th Grade students visited Florida Polytechnic University 
located in Lakeland. This college offers STEM-minded high 
school students an alternative — a dynamic, research-based and 
hands-on science, technology, engineering, and math education 
delivered with the small-campus, one-on-one attention one 
finds	at	a	selective	private	college.	As	one	of	Florida’s	newest	
public universities, this school provides a unique opportunity 
for students who desire careers in STEM	related	fields.	Currently	
one IRCS alumnus attends Florida Poly, and two of this year’s 
graduating class will attend in the Fall of 2020. 



IRCS was blessed to 
have two Tampa Bay Ray 
players speak in 
Chapel last month. 
Super	utility	infielder	
Joey Wendle and relief 
pitcher Jalen Beeks took 
the time out of their 
busy schedules to give 
their testimonies to our 
6-12 Grade students. 
Our students were 
encouraged by their 
honest and transparent 
sharing of the struggles 
that they face as 
professional athletes and 
the strength that God 
provides all of us to get 
through any situation 
ahead.

MS/HS CHAPEL



ELEMENTARY
PLAYGROUND
On	October	4th	we	had	an	official	ribbon-cutting	for	the	new	
Elementary Playground. It was an exciting time as our students 
enjoyed our completely revamped playground area. The 
completed project includes the addition of twelve new swings, 
a new playground structure with three slides, a gaga ball pit, 
and	a	new	turf	soccer	field.

Our Elementary students enjoyed a celebration as some our 
High School Band members played for us and we committed 
our playground facility to The Lord with a prayer of dedication. 
We	then	finished	off	our	festivities	with	Rita’s Italian Ice for the 
students! 

If you have not visited our new playground, stop by one day 
after school and check it out.



LEARNING
SUPPORT
Over the past 35 years technology 
has changed the face of education at 
Indian Rocks Christian School. Today 
our teachers and students have the 
ability to interact with technology in a 
number of ways. All of our Preschool, 
Elementary, Middle and High School 
classrooms	have	been	outfitted	with	
a teacher station that is linked to the 
Mimio Interactive White Board and 
Interactive White Board Projector. This technology provides our teachers 
the opportunity to engage the minds of students with a higher level of 
instruction that captures their attention. IRCS teachers craft lessons that 
require students to interact or model the concepts being taught on the 
Mimio	Interactive	White	Board.	Our	students	benefit	from	the	regular	use	
of Chrome Books with a ratio of one Chrome Book for every 1.5 students.

Technology has impacted the way teachers and students interface with 
assessments as well. This is one of the ways we utilize our Chrome Books. 
The MAP and STAR Assessments are both great example of computer 
based testing.  Plus, both of these assessments employ adaptive 
technology, meaning based on how questions on the tests are answered, 
the test gauges or anticipates what a student will be asked next.  All of this 
works together to create individual learning areas and identify standards 
that target growth. It also showcases how real-time information can equip 
students,	parents,	and	teachers	with	specific	information	to	support	
learning. 

Learning Support is one of the ways that IRCS 
seeks to provide a quality Christian education 
to all of our student. We employ a two pronged 
approach that focuses on effective instruction 
and student learning. Learning Support can best 
contribute to the success of students by being 
data informed by assessments such as MAP, STAR 
Reader, and classroom curriculum assessments.  
Being able to bring all these data points together 
allows Learning Support to provide direct 
instruction	that	helps	to	target	specific	skills	and	
learning strategies. 



FINE/PERFORMING ARTS 
EXTRA, EXTRA!  
READ ALL ABOUT IT!
The IRCS Drama Department 

is hard at work on this year’s 

musical.  We will be presenting 

the musical, Newsies, based on 

the Broadway show.

 

Set in New York City at the 

turn of the century, Newsies is 

the exciting tale of a band of 

teenage Newsies who come 

together when the publishers 

of the newspapers raise 

the prices at the newsies’ 

expense.  They rally together 

across the city to strike again 

unfair	conditions	and	to	fight	

for all children to be treated 

fairly.

Newsies is packed with 

non-stop thrills, incredible 

choreography, inspiring 

songs, and a cast of 

50 that will provide an 

evening of enjoyment and 

entertainment.  You don’t want to miss this musical message, perfect 

for the whole family.  

Join us for dinner theater on Thursday, January 30th, 2020 or one of 

the performances on Friday (January 31st) or Saturday, (February 1st).  

On sale at Charis Café.
Friday and Saturday performances can also 
be purchased at www.ircs.org/newsies.TICKETS

http://www.ircs.org/newsies


On sale at Charis Café.
Friday and Saturday performances can also 
be purchased at www.ircs.org/newsies.

COMMUNICATION 
A CRITICAL ELEMENT OF THE PARENT-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP 

We live in a different world today than we did just two short years ago. 

The improvements in technology are numerous; however, the potential 

detriments associated with technology are equally numerous and 

potentially dangerous. Like so many things, the technology itself is not the 

issue; it’s what is being done with the technology is the real issue.

A key improvement has been speed. A positive example of this is that 

good news is available almost as it occurs! Your child passes a test, the 

teacher can upload the results and you have an instant Progress Report. 

Another perspective regarding speed of information is this; two students 

have a dispute and before they have a chance to sort through the actual 

issue,	the	conflict	and	associated	judgments	are	easily	made	public.	The	

problem with this scenario is that the distribution of information is made 

without verifying the facts.

IRCS, like most schools, places great emphasis on teaching students how 

to identify credible sources when they write essays and research projects. 

Why, because everything we see or read might not be credible. Information 

is great when it is accurate. When it is not, it can be detrimental. It is very 

important to make sure the information you are sharing is accurate before 

clicking “send”. Otherwise, you might be part of an action that is damaging 

vital relationships.

Indian Rocks Christian School is your educational partner. For our 

partnership to succeed, we need to communicate. This is especially true 

when problems or misunderstandings arise. We must work together to 

make sure all sides have the same accurate information. Parents and staff 

need to care for and respect each other enough to be willing to approach 

and discuss issues that bother or hurt us in a spirit of love and cooperation. 

It is equally as important that we listen when someone brings a concern to 

another.  As educational partners, let’s continue to work together, to love 

and respect each other enough to ask questions and clarify facts when 

issues or potential problems arise. We as adults must demonstrate for our 

children	the	proper	way	to	address	real	and	perceived	conflicts.



CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR STAFF

Each year IRCS reviews the credentials of each staff 

member	to	verify	they	have	the	proper	certifications	

for the classes they are teaching. This year, three 

teachers completed their Master’s degrees bringing the 

total number of IRCS staff holding an advance degree 

to 46%!	This	is	truly	amazing	and	a	definite	sign	that	

the faculty of IRCS understands the value of continued 

education. The amount of work required to earn an 

Advance degree is substantial and allows our teachers 

to put themselves back in the role of the learner. 

 

Melissa McMillan 
Master’s in 

STEM Leadership (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 

Arts, Math)

Kimber Busche 
Master’s in 

Curriculum and Instruction 
with an emphasis 

in Student Services 

Anna Alldredge
Master’s  in 

Curriculum and Instruction  



EXAM SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 17 -20

DAY DATE EXAM TIME

 TUESDAY
Full day of School 

December 17 7th period Exam 1:22-2:45 p m

WEDNESDAY 
Middle & High 

School - half day 
of School 

December 18 1st Period Exam

15 minute break
(snacks will

be sold)

2nd Period Exam 

8:00 - 9:30 am

9:30 - 9:45 am

9:45 - 11:15 am

THURSDAY 
Middle & High 

School - half day 
of School

December 19 3rd Period Exam

15 minute break
(snacks will

be sold)

4th Period Exam

8:00 - 9:30 am

9:30 - 9:45 am

9:45 - 11:15 am

FRIDAY 
Half day of 
School K-12

December 20 5th Period Exam

15 minute break
(snacks will

be sold)

6th Period Exam

8:00 - 9:30 am

9:30 - 9:45 am

9:45 - 11:15 am



ATHLETIC NEWS

The Fall 2019 season saw IRCS fielding 16 teams in 6 different sports.

FOOTBALL
The varsity football team was in a rebuilding mode and had a relatively successful 
season. The team won this year’s Homecoming game and laid some important 
groundwork for the future. The MS team was young, playing a number of 6th graders 
who gained very valuable experience this year.

VOLLEYBALL
The	varsity	squad	ended	up	16-7	and	made	it	to	the	District	Semifinals	for	the	first	time	
in several years.  Coach Kim Foster led a very aggressive JV team this year and Coach 
Alex Buchanan did a great job working with the MS girls and teaching them the basics 
of the game. The future looks promising for our volleyball program.

CROSS COUNTRY
The	girl’s	and	boy’s	cross-country	teams	both	qualified	for	the	Regional	meet	this	year	
and	the	boys	team	qualified	for	States	for	the	8th	year	in	a	row!

GOLF
The	golf	team	had	a	good	season	and	finished	9th	in	the	District	tournament.		Coach	
Battaglia has a lot to look forward to next year with the majority of the players 
returning.

BOWLING
The girl’s team were just 17 pins shy of qualifying for the afternoon round of the district 
tournament.		The	boys	enjoyed	a	good	season	and	just	fell	a	little	short	in	the	final	
tournament.

SWIMMING
The	swim	team	qualified	4	girls	for	the	Region	meet.	Ugne	Koveraite	went	on	to	qualify	
for States in the 100 free event.

CHEERLEADING
The	Competition	Impact	Cheer	Team	won	first	place	at	the	FCC	Regionals	held	at	
Southeastern University in Lakeland. Their next competition is State in Daytona Beach 
on Dec 7th. The Cheerleading teams showed great school spirit and did a great job at 
Homecoming, Senior night and the Jr. Cheer clinic.  Next up for them is the basketball 
season.

We are proud of the successes of our teams 
and thank our coaches for their time and energy. 
We also really appreciate our parents and friends 

who were at the games and meets and supported our Eagles.



SPORT SCHEDULE
VARSITY 
BOYS BASKETBALL 

December

2nd  @ Home vs Canterbury                         

6th  @ St. Pete Catholic                             

10th @ Clearwater Central Catholic                  

12th @ Universal Academy                          

16th @ Home vs Sarasota Military Acad.   

20th @ Keswick Christian        

VARSITY 

GIRLS BASKETBALL 

December 

3rd @ Cambridge Christian                                  

5th @ Northside Christian                               

6th @ St. Pete Catholic                                     

10th  @ Home vs Pinellas Park                        

12th @ Universal Academy                              

13th @ Home vs Calvary Christian                   

16th @ Home vs Sarasota Military Acad.         

20th @ Keswick Christian                                        
      

VARSITY 
BOYS SOCCER 

December

2nd  @ Home vs Seminole High   

9th  @ Home vs Dixie Hollins 

12th @ St. Pete Catholic              

13th @ Berkeley Prep                     

20th @ Home vs St .Petersburg HS

     

VARSITY 
GIRLS SOCCER        

December 

3rd  @ Home vs Osceola HS                     

5th  @ Home vs Tampa Catholic            

9th @ Home vs Dixie Hollins                                    

10th @ Home vs Canterbury                        

12th @ St. Pete Catholic                                  

16th @ Home vs Northside Christian 
      

Go to www.ircs.org for complete schedule 
and to connect to IRCS live stream 

and video on demand.

http://www.ircs.org


Betty Shields
Minority Scholarship

Now Accepting Nominations Grades 6-9

Nominations Accepted 

December 1, 2019 – January 10, 2020.
For more information, please contact Mayli Bennett 727-593-8731.

Accelerated Reader Program 
helps IRCS students in High 
School and Beyond!AR

Research has shown that students who read 20 minutes every day are exposed to 1.8 
million words a year, which consistently translates into higher Standardized test scores. 
Standardized	test	scores	(SAT	&	ACT)	are	a	significant	part	of	the	college	entry	and	
scholarship award process. The AR program is just one of the ways IRCS trying to help 
our students read more. 

The chart below shows that IRCS students from 6 -12th Grade read close to 82 million 
words over the summer and during the 1st quarter of this school year.

GRADE
  Number of words read 

  this summer & 1st Quarter

 6th  7,330,849

 7th 12,138,558

 8th 7,018,918

 9th 15,745,082

 10th 20,150,405

 11th 14,493,554

 12th 5,062,427  
TOTAL 81,939,793  



PARENTING CLASS
WITH JEFF AND MARTHA
Raising children today is no 
small task and it is not getting 
easier. Many parents may not 
know where they can go for 
help to get answers to their 
parenting questions. Pastor Jeff 
Parish, Senior Pastor of Indian 
Rocks Baptist Church and his 
wife Martha have raised four 
unique and wonderful children. 
They understand the struggles 
of parenting and the realities of 
raising children. Because they 
have lived through the struggles 
of parenting and because they 
long to help parents understand 
the hope that God offers 
through Jesus Christ, they are 
offering a 5-week parenting class 
for IRCS Elementary parents. 
They will cover Biblical principles 
that are time-tested, relevant and 
true along with their personal 
experiences to help you through 
this wonderful season of life. 
They that will bring to life the 
principle of Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.

There	is	no	cost	to	attend	this	class,	but	registration	will	be	limited	to	the	first	50	
couples to register on line through the Indian Rocks Baptist Church registration portal. 
The class is designed for both husband and wife to attend; however, if only one parent 
or caregiver can attend that is okay. 

The idea is to keep the class at a size that allows parents to interact, ask questions and 
receive answers. Therefore, the group cannot exceed 100 participants. If your schedule 
will not allow you to attend all sessions, please consider waiting for another class, so 
you can allow another family to attend.  All classes will held in the chapel located across 
from the cafeteria on Wednesday evenings, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. from January 29, 2020, 
to February 26, 2020. If the need arises, Pastor Jeff will do his best to schedule another 
class to accommodate families unable to register or attend at this time.  




